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and retaliation. The characters, therefore, were the starting point, to 
which all other considerations were subordinated. Mental diseases 
were at that time much more apt to create serious conflicts in public 
life and the mutual contact of men than nowadays on account of their 
being recognized less readily, and of the different conception of their 
origin and nature. The religious doctrine of the independence of the 
soul from the body and the belief in individual eternal life after death 
caused, of course, mental aberrations to appear in an entirely different 
light from bodily diseases. Insanity was the divine vengeance, the 
tragic punishment for sin and wickedness. That even a genius like 
Shakespeare stood under such impression seems the more pardonable 
if we consider that even in comparatively recent times one of the 
greatest psychiatrists, whose studies of mental diseases became funda¬ 
mental for modern psychiatry, f. c.. Ilcinrotli. maintained that sins 
formed the principal cause for insanity. From this point of view men¬ 
tal diseases must necessarily form one of the most powerful dramatic 
elements in the tragedy of vengeance. Whether Lear suffered from 
the one or the other disease is therefore entirely irrelevant. It was 
neither Shakespeare’s intention to describe mental diseases accurately 
in the medical sense, nor was it possible to do so in the poetical form 
of the drama. 

However much we may differ from l)r. Lachr’s views in some 
-espeets, his book will he read with pleasure by all who are interested 
in this subject. Wii.uam Hikscii. 

Dm Akuomhoauu. By Dr. Maximilian Sternberg. With tb illus¬ 
trations. Published by Alfred Holder. Vienna. 1897. 

This monograph forms part of the large work on special pa¬ 
thology and therapy edited by Notlmagel. The author has carefully 
searched the literary field of acromegaly, and has put together his find¬ 
ings in a book of 116 pages. The introductory chapter is devoted to 
the history of the disease. Although the latter was first introduced to 
the medical world under its present nomenclature by Marie, in i88b. 
Sternberg tries to show that the affection was known to former in¬ 
vestigators under different titles, who. however, never recognized the 
true position of the malady. Thus as far back as 1 77J Saucerotte de¬ 
scribes a case with “considerable enlargement of the bones in an 
adult." which doubtless was an example of acromegaly. 

Chapters If. and Ilf. are devoted to the general consideration of 
the clinical picture presented by acromegaly and to its pathological 
anatomy. \ number of excellent photographs are reproduced, show¬ 
ing the abnormal changes in the features, hands, feet and skull. The 
hypertrophies in the skeleton appear to be one of the most striking 
features of the pathological anatomy of acromegaly. Hardly any of 
the organs have escaped being affected. For the neurologist the most 
interesting changes are, of course, those in the brain, cord and nerves, 
and these are discussed at length. Owing to the important role played 
by the hypophysis in acromegaly an appendix on the morphology and 
physiology of the hypophysis has been added to the chapter on pa¬ 
thological anatomy. 

In Chapter IV. the symptoms of acromegaly arc discussed in great 
detail. This chapter is also illustrated by a number of photographs 
and by several skiagraphs of the skull and hand. 

The chapters following are concerned with the development, 
course and relation of acromegaly to other diseases. The latter are 
cranium progeneum. myxoedema and cretinism. Basedow's disease, 
gigantism, diffuse hyperostoses and diabetes. These conditions, as 
well as a number of others to be presently mentioned, present symp¬ 
toms which may occur in the course of acromegaly, and hence the 
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latter affection may easily be overlooked and an erroneous diagnosis 
made. To prevent such a blunder it is always well to bear in mind 
the affections for which acromegaly may be mistaken. The author 
has therefore tabulated them as follows: 

A. Diseases whose symptoms participate in acromegaly, and 
which may be mistaken for the latter: — i. Brain tumors. 2. Base¬ 
dow’s disease. 3. Diabetes. 4. Myopathies. 5. Genital affection. 6. 
Acroparesthesia. 7. Rheumatism. 8. Traumatic neurosis and its simu¬ 
lation. 

R. Diseases and conditions with acromegaly-like alterations in 
the external appearances:-— 

I . Anomalies of growth:—1. Gigantism. 2. Congenital partial 
inacrosomia. 3. Congenital and progressive partial macrosomia. 

II. General vegetative disturbances (dystrophies):—1. Myxo- 
edema. 2. Cretinism. 3. Basedow’s disease. 4. Lymphatic constitu¬ 
tion with rachitis. 

III. Diseases of the nervous system:—1. Syringomyelia. j.Erythro- 
melalgia. 3. Various "neurotic hypertrophies." 4. Acquired hemi 
inacrosomia. 

IV. Diseases of the bones and joints:—1. Diffuse hyperostosis 

(megalocephaly). 2. Multiple tumor-like hyperostosis (Leontiasis 

ossea). 3. Osteitis deformans I’aget. 4. Arthritis deformans. 5. 
Cranium Progencutn. 6. Secondary hyperplastic osteitis (osteoar- 
thropathie hypertrophiante). 7. Multiple symmetrical enchondro- 
mata. 

V. Diseases of the tendon-sheaths:—1. “Progressive enlarge¬ 
ment of hands,” Hersmann. 2. Chronic inflammation of the palmar 
sheaths. 

VI. Diseases of the skin:—1. Peculiar pachydermy following pro¬ 
longed diminution of vessel-tone. 2. Adiposis dolorosa. Dercum. 3. 
Elephantiasis neuromatodes. 4. Elephantiasis arabum. 5. Oedema. 

The treatment of acromegaly is summed up by the author in com¬ 
paratively few words. As the pathogenesis of acromegaly is unknown, 
neither prophylactic nor etiological treatment can be instituted. 

In addition to dietetic and hygienic measures are mentioned iodide 
of potash, mercury, thyroid and hypophysis preparations, arsenic and 
operative procedures. As none of them has been found to be a specific, 
tbe therapeutic chapter of the disease is far from being closed. 

The bibliography which forms tbe completing chapter of tbe work 
is quite lengthy, containing about 450 references. This is certainly a 
most valuable feature of the book and will interest those contemplat¬ 
ing further studies of the subject. 

The book impresses one as being the result of much painstaking 
labor, and is highly recommended to such as desire to be an courant 
with what has thus far been published on the subject. 

Pit. Mf.irowitz. 

An Epitome: of the History of Medicine By Roswell Park 

a.m., m.d.. Professor of Surgery in the Medical Department 

of the University of Buffalo. F. A. Davis Company, 1897. 

This epitome of the history of medicine is based upon a series of 
lectures given by the author at the University of Buffalo. In the 
preface Dr. Park states what is. we believe, only too true, that “the 
history of medicine has been sadly neglected in our medical schools. 
The valuable and fruitful lessons which it tells of what not to do have 
been completely disregarded.” 

While the present volume is a little too statistical in its biographic 
details, it nevertheless is a work that cannot fail to be of value to all 



